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for concert band (2017)

RyaN LINDVEIT

Instrumentation

Flute 1 B-flat Trumpet 1

Flute 2 B-flat Trumpet 2
B-flat Trumpet 3

Oboe FHorn 1 F

Bassoon F Horn 2

B-flat Clarinet 1 Trombone 1

B-flat Clarinet 2 Trombone 2

Bass Clarinet Euphonium

E-flat Alto Sax 1 Tuba

E-flat Alto Sax 2 Timpani®

Percussion 1 (tambourine, hi-hat, splash cym.)
Percussion 2 (tambourine, snare drum, sus. cym.)
Percussion 3 (sus. cym., bass drum)

Percussion 4 (bells, xylophone)

Percussion 5 (vibraphone, chimes)

B-flat Tenor Sax
E-flat Baritone Sax

*The timpanist prepares one drum with an upside-down
cymbal that should be bowed or, if no bow is available,
rolled with soft yarn mallets.

Program Notes

When I stumbled upon the term Great Unconformity at a lookout point on the south rim of the Grand
Canyon, I knew immediately that it needed to be the title for this piece. While an unconformity
technically describes a gap in time of several hundred million years between rock strata, Great
Unconformity is more broadly inspired by (1) the beauty and diversity of the American West and (2) the
concert band as a metaphor for this beauty and diversity.

The landscapes of the West are both incredibly scenic and hostile, and the communities which have
formed out of this shared confrontation with survival are remarkably diverse. The popular 20th-century
view of the American West, inextricably linked to the cinematic Western, is of a place filled with conflict
and hostility, where different kinds of people are constantly clashing in their pursuit of resources. By
contrast, I view the unified variety (or, unconformity) of coexisting peoples and landscapes as the
defining characteristic of the contemporary West.

The concert band, with its many types of instruments and sounds, is an especially apt metaphor for
community and the value that comes from different kinds of people coming together to work towards a
common goal. A band is not just a sound making machine; crucially, it is a diverse group of individual
people who have banded together to make music. In one sense, musicians in a concert band need to be
independent nonconformists who can play their parts by themselves, but in another sense they must
conform to the tempo and mood and volume of the rest of the group in order for the musical outcome to
be coherent and meaningful. Thus, a great band must be full of (un)conformists.

Great Unconformity was co-commissioned by Drew Eary and Jeffrey de Seriere for the Casteel High School
Symphonic Band and the Orange County of the Arts Symphonic Band, respectively.

Performance Notes

Percussion 1 (tambourine, hi-hat, splash cymbal) should be placed stage left in the back, and Percussion 2
(tambourine, snare drum, suspended cymbal) should be placed stage right in the back. Percussion 3
(suspended cymbal, bass drum) should be placed in the center in the back. Percussion 4 & 5 may also
optionally be placed in a “dueling” setup with Percussion 4 (bells, xylophone) placed stage right and
Percussion 5 (vibraphone, chimes) placed stage left.

Total Duration: 6’



Parts and Score for Hire:
www.ryanlindveit.com
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